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Tuesday 1A PALM OF THE HAND MEMOIR WRITING WORKSHOP, led by Marc Bou-
cher, LSSU Librarian. Write your memoir. All are welcome. 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. in the
Bayliss Library.

MASTERPIECE THEATER SERIES: Upstairs Downstairs. Bayliss Library, 2 to 4 p.m.

SAVVY SOCIAL SECURITY PLANNING WORKSHOP. Bayliss Library. Call 989-356-
1330 or email linda.smith@thrivant.conto register. Bayliss Library, 7 p.m. See WORK-
SHOPS, p. 9, for details.

GORE STREET CAFE SPOKEN WORD OPEN MIKE NIGHT.  The Gore Street Café
(164 Gore St., SSM, Ontario) is holding a Spoken Word open mike night on March 1, from
6 until 10 p.m. They're inviting writers to come and read anything they want. See p. 11,
for more info.

Wednesday 2 A SAULT THEATRE WORKSHOP: FROZEN, by Bryony Lavery, directed by
Randi Mraud. Quonta Drama Festival entry. Frozen connects the lives of three strangers
involved in a child's disappearance: the mother of the child, the kidnapper and an aca-
demic, studying serial killers. Mature theme and language. Studio Theater, 8 p.m. 705945
7299, or KCTC* box office, $28/26/20.

THE PAINTED LAND. Special documentary film fi Michael Burtch and Gary and Joanie
McGuffin on the trail of the Group of Seven. 70 minute film. There will be an introduc-

tion by Ruth OdGawa of the Lake Superio
tions and answers. See p. 16, for description and poster. Bayliss Library, 6 p.m. Free.

VISUALLY IMPAIRED PERSONS group meets at the Bayliss Library from 6 to 8 p.m.

AARP TAX AIDE will be at the Bayliss Library from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 906-647-7362
for appointment.

FROZEN. See March 3.

Friday 4i FIRST FRIDAY RECEPTION AT THE 1668 WINERY for March artist Stefanie Mo-
ran. 5to 7 p.m. Seep, 7.

FRIDAYS BY THE FIRE. Lunch (bean soup, biscuit and dessert) and an historical presenta-
tion at the Old Stone House, 800 Bay Street in Sault, Ont. 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. $12. Req

Seepp,4& 5

Harvest. Gene Usimaki w/c

vations are advised: Call 7057595443 to reserve or for more information on Old Stone
House events. old.stone.house@cityssm.on.ca

Thursday 3fi CHESSCLUBMEETSi n t he Bayliss Library Chil @irent
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EVENTSHA CONTINUED

(Continued from page 1) at 5:30, dinner at 6:15 and show at 8 p.m. For tickets and
information on bookings please call (705) 253-9851.
www. familylifetheatre .com/

Gene Usimaki Retrospective. 1to 3 p.m. See pp.4 &5.

FROZEN. See March 3.

Cindy Okenfels, RN, Chippewa County Health Depart-
20th ANNUAL ROTARY GRAVER AUCTION. All ment, will speak at the Bayliss Library at 4 p.m.

day, on TV, radio and the internet. See p. 13, for details. SUPERIOR POETRY CAFE. Featured poet is Zac Crook.

WI NTER FARMERG®S S athhd BaylEd Library, Open mic. Bayliss Library, 7 p.m.

9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
am-fo p-m ADULT COLORING EVENT at the Bayliss Library.

METROPOLITAN OPERA: MANON LESCCAUT Pencils, coloring page and snack provided. 7 p.m.
(Puccini). Italian w/e.s.t. Galaxy Cinemas in Sault, Ont.,

12:55 p.m. 3 hours, 33 minutes. $28/27. ALGOMA INTERNATIONAL FILMS: THE LADY IN THE

VAN. Directed by Nicholas Hylner/UK, 2015/English.

OVER THE RAI NBOW CHI LDRENP Alex Jennings & Dame Maggie Smith. A playwright agrees
Everybody Loves Pirates, with the Frog Mountain Pup- to let an ornery, homeless woman park her van on his prop-

peteers. 2 p.m. at Korah Collegiate, in Sault, Ont. Tickets erty for three monthsf which stretches into fifteen years.
$18/15,intheStationMallbOXOf'ﬁce,fromWWW—.OtI’- bA p|ayfu|’ inventive, and el e
arts.com and at the door. Theater in the Station Mall, 7 p.m. Tickets $10 from sellers|

SAULT SYMPHONY: Soloist Leah Dominy, piano. near the concessions at hour before the performance.

Grieg: piano concerto in A minor, Peer Gynt suite LAST OF THE RED HOT LOVERS. See March 9

No.1, Holberg Suite, Rimsky-Korsakov: Russian Easter

Overture. 8 p.m. at KCTC. Tickets $38 at KCTC*. Friday 11fi AARP TAX AIDE will be at the Bayliss Library

FROZEN. See March 3. from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 906647-7362 for appointment.

FRIDAYS BY THE FIRE. Lunch (cream of potato soup, bis-
cuit and dessert) and an historical presentation at the Old
Stone House, 800 Bay Street in Sault, OntSee March 4.
MASTERPIECE THEATER SERIES: Upstairs Down- LAST OF THE RED HOT LOVERS. See March 9.

stairs. Bayliss Library, 2 to 4 p.m.

Tuesday 8 HOMESCHOOL LEGO CLUB meets in the
Bayliss Library at 1 p.m.

Saturday 127 WI NTER FARMERG® S athha RadyIES|

SAULT NATURALIST club of Ontario and Michigan Library, 9:30 a.m. to 1230 p.m.

meet s in the Bayliss Librla )
Bat hurst Inleté, by Kathy [ CREATIVE ENDEAVORS Support Group for Writers and
Artists meets at the Bayliss Library from 10 a.m. to noon.
DERVISH. "Dervish concert performances are a myriad LEGOCLUB meets in the Bayliss |Libr
of tones and moods ranging from high energy tunes, atlp.m.
played with fluidity and intuitiveness, to beautifully ANNUAL VENDOR AND CRAFT SHOW of the Sault
measured songs; from charming lyrics of life and love, to High Senior Grad Party. Sault Middle School. 10 a.m. to
inspiring melodies that lift audiences from their seats. All 3p.m. See p. 13.

the elements are drawn together by Cathy Jordanls mas-

terful stage-presence."lrish music at the LSSU Arts Cen-
ter at 7:30 p.m. $18/15/5. 6352602 or www.Issu.edu. | |Tuesday 13 SAAC BOARD meets in Alberta House at 4

p.m.

MASTERPIECE THEATER SERIES: Upstairs Down-
stairs. Bayliss Library, 2 to 4 p.m.

LAST OF THE RED HOT LOVERS. See March 9.

See poster on back cover.

Wednesday 9 FAMILY LIFE DINNER THEATER:  Last of
the Red Hot Lovers, a comedy by Neil Simon, directed by
Michael Hennessy. Comfort Suites and Conference Cen- CHIPPEWA COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
ter, 229 Great Northern Road in Sault, Ont. Doors open meets to hear Deidre Steveps:
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EVENTSH CONTINUED

(Continued from page  2)
Canfi Ad v i Abor i

Wednesday 17 SIERRA CLUB THREE LAKES GROUP:
OEchoes of the Past , A Whaookat
Extinction in North Americ

THE IRISH COMEDY TOUR. DreamMaker
ter, 8 p.m. $12.50. https://tickets.kewadin.com/
eventperformances.asp?evt=165

ce to a Young di

n

Friday 18fi AARP TAX AIDE will be at the Bayliss Library
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 906647-7362 for appointment.

OPENING RECEPTION AND AWARDS CEREMONY
For EUP High School Art Competition Exhibition. LSSU
Arts Center Gallery, 6 to 7 p.m. All are welcome. See p.
10.

STEELTOWN SILVER BAND pre
Sprinlgt6.. Lukeds Cathedral,
Ont., 7 p.m. $10 at the door. Kids under 12, free. See fd.
13.

FRIDAYS BY THE FIRE. Lunch (beans and bannock and
dessert) and an historical presentation at the Old Stone
House, 800 Bay Street in Sault, Ont.See March 4.

THE IRISH COMEDY TOUR. See March 17.

Saturday 1% WI NTER FARMERGS S at ihé BaglissT
Library, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

BROWN BAG BOOK CLUB meets in the Bayliss Library

Chil drends Room at noon.
FLY FISHING FILM TOUR. 3 to 9 p.m. at the LSSU Arts
Center. See the Art Center s

EASTER EGG HUNT at the Old Stone House in Sault,
Ont. Sign up for one of the scheduled hunts at $5 per
child. See p. for details or http://www.saultstemarie.ca/
City -Hall/City -Departments/Community -Services/
Recreation-and-Culture/Historic -Sites-and-Heritage/
Ermatinger -Clergue-National -Historic -Site/Events -and-
Programs.aspx. 705-7595443.

Tuesday 227 CREATIVE ENDEAVORS Support Group for
Writers and Artists meets at the Bayliss Library from noon
to2 p.m.

MASTERPIECE THEATER SERIES:
stairs. Bayliss Library, 2 to 4 p.m.

YARN WORKERS GUILD MEETS
from 6 to 8 p.m.

247 6 MY T H,
Mi

Upstairs Down-

in the Bayliss Library
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Michigan Read program. Bayliss Library, 7 p.m.

Friday 25- AARP TAX AIDE will be at the Bayliss Li-
brary from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Call 906-647-7362 for ap-
pointment.

Saturday 26 WI NTER FARMERG S at MdBay
liss Library, 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

FAMILY MOVIE AT THE BAYLISS.  Call 6329331 for
title of this animated feature. 1 p.m. Free movie.

Sunday 27W EASTER
Tuesday 2% LEGO Daysfi a Spring Break event. 1 to 44
p.m. at the Bayliss Library.

MASTERPIECE THEATER SERIES:
Downstairs. Bayliss Library, 2 to 4 p.m.

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS EUP MEETING.
Bayliss Library, 5:30 p.m.

Thursday 31f LEGO DAYS, a Spring Break event at the
Bayliss Library, 1 to 4 p.m.

Upstairs

BAYLISS BOOK CLUB meets to di s
El evend, -16 Great Mligarb Read by Emily
St. John Mandel. 7 p.m.

ALGOMA INTERNATIONAL FILMS: Guil bor
Vatedn Guerre/ My | n tDeectedsbly
Philippe Faradeau/ Canadal/
satirical look at Canadian politics . . . witty and incisive
portrait of wheeling and
Theater in the Station Mall, 7 p.m. Tickets $10 from
sellers near the concessions before the performance.

Friday April 1 i ELEMENTS. Elements is a collaborative
show incorporating Dance, Writing and Art at LSSU.
The LSSU Arts Center Gallery will open at 6:30 p.m. A
dance recital begins at 7:30 p.m. in the Arts Center Au-
ditorium A fine arts students and instructors working
together. Tickets are $5 for the general public. $3 for
students.

* to avoid constant repetition, from now on KCTC should be
read as OKiwanis Communi-t
Ontarioé6. Tickets for ev
in the Station Mall Box Office (1 -7059457299) online
at http://tho38wq008.boxpro.net/c2bownet.asp. Be
aware that a processing fee of $5 to $5.50 per ticket isj
added to the ticket price, so a ticket listed at $35 is actu-
ally $35 plus the fee.
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H 217 Ferris Street, Sault Ste.
O |T | Marie, Mi 497837 906/635-1312.
u E E-mail: saac@saultarts.org.
S Website: www.saultarts.org .
E|R Open Tuesday through Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

March 1 to 31:

GeneUsimaki

‘f, to fully enjoy the process, un-
S = hampered by a looming dead-

: i results.

Gene brought determination and
discipline to everything she did,
and that included her painting,
not in the sense that it was stiff
or overly precise, but when she
had an upcoming show she was
prepared for it, with a display of
paintings ready well ahead of
time so that if she had an off day
or an hit an unexpected snag she
was covered. This allowed her

~ |line. She settled early in her
| painting career on water media,
but was not confined to it.
Though the bulk of her work
was in watercolor and acrylics,
| many of our early newsletters,
before we could afford a copy
machine or printing services and
were still mimeographing cop-
ies, were illustrated with her

Retrospec tive

Gene Usimak was born and raised in Sault
Ste. Marie, the oldest daughter of well
known Sault photographer Walter Mater-
na. She zeroed in on art early in life,

earned her
cation from Northern in 1953, and went on
to paint, to teach and to work with and
organize other artists her entire life. Gene
was a founding member of the Le Sault

Artists Guild, the EUP Craftsmen,
and the Sault Area Arts Council.
She was pivotal to the establishment
and organization of Alberta House,
the Olive Craig Gallery and the Al-

berta House Shop. When she began |

her work nobody connected art with

Bachel or &dhe Baly ftdogk ygas of grganizag ¢

tional work and the establishment of
a gallery to bring artists into their
own. Gene was there with patient
determination from the very begin-

ning, working tirelessly

in a number of organi-
zations and insisting
on the quality that
Sault artists have be-
come known for. The
fact that it took years of
hard work with no end
in sight

her. It was something
that needed to be done
so she did it without
any guarantee of the

excellent pen and ink drawings.
She also worked in colored pencil and

Nei ghbor s dacrRioof t a

di ¢dfOgup BHiRmMeR shows, the Sault

Primary Petunias. w/c

collage and made her own paper. There
were many things she could do, but her
choice was usually water media.

Gene was a regular exhibitorii her own
solo exhibitions, the annual Artist Guild

Summer Arts Festival, the Algoma Festi-
val of the Arts, and the Olive Craig Gal-
lery juried exhibitions. There are hardly
any area awards she

ps.
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French Doors

washed in colors; a composite of legs, variously
posed and garbed, or a juggling clown.

Highlights in her many honors include two Painting
Awards in the Sault Summer Arts Festival (1975 &
1977) as well as one banner year, when, inspired by

time or another. Subject matter varied widely. Perhaps her favorite subjects were EUP and
Algoma landscapes and water (feeding moose; inland lakes and conifers; Lake Superior) and
the French countryside, but her eye was as likely to be caught by her cat, neighborhood hous-

es, the birch
outside her stu-
dio window, a

derelict  build-

ing, fall colors, a
hat on a table, a
potted plant, or
a birdbath. A
flight of whimsy

might produce a
fantasy land-
scape, populat-
ed by bunnies
and gnomes and
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Artist at Work. w.c. 2013

Usimaki raised a family, doted on grandchildren, survived a serious illness and
came back swinging. She had determination and discipline to go with her talents,
education and ability and

the total package was
formidable. She died last
fall, but her achievements
benefit the entire arts
community.

Fuchsia Fantasy. w.c. 2001

the beauty of the French country-

side, she swept the Sault Summer Arts Festival Awards, taking Best
of Show, the Aarre Lahti Design Award and the LSSU Purchase

Award (1986) . That same year g$he
Portrayal of Lightdé in the Al gpma
year , she had taken the Al goma Fe
Awar do. In 1988 she took the $aul't
the Best Use of Color. In 1996 she took Best of Show in the Olivg
Craig Gall eryds

Juri ed ofLake Su -

periorod Exhibi -

tion. While lead-
ing her busy pro-
fessional and vol-
unteer life, Gene

Left: Plants. wi/c from

Rt.: Joy of Spring. wi/c/

gal l eryds Permanent
Collection.




