
Alberta house arts center  

217 ferris street  

sault ste. marie, mi 49783  

906 - 635- 1312 

Wednesday  1 ñ ALBERTA HOUSE OPENS FOR 2012  

 LE SAULT ARTISTS GUILD MEETS  in Alberta House at noon.  

Friday  3 ñBON SOO BEGINS IN SAULT, ONTARIO (to Feb. 12).  See 705-759-3000 

or email snow@bonsoo.on.ca.  Entertainment in the Bondar Pavilion begins at 7 p.m. 

and includes performances by singer -songwriter Lorissa Scriven, the Musical Comedy 

Guild and Studio Dance Arts, and an outdoor laser show.  

Saturday  4 ñ I -500. 

 5TH ANNUAL COMMON STROKES , presented by the Arts Council of Sault Ste. 

Marie & District, with Arts & Crafts on Wheels.  Station Mall in Sault, Ont., 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m.   For more information, contact Halina Peltonen at 705 -253-3877 or 705-297-

0533 (cell). 

 BON SOO:  Alfan Bros. Auto Body OLD TIME DANCE,  featuring the music of 

Don Discher.  Moose Lodge in Sault, Ont.  $10.  

 BON SOO:  NEW YORK FRIES YOUTH CONCERT.   Tributes to Justin Bieber 

and Selena Gomez.  Riuniti Hall in Sault, Ont., $12.  

 ECSTASY  will be screened at 7 p.m. at the Grand Theatre, 641 Queen St. E., in 

Sault, Ont.  Doors open at 6:30 p.m., $12.   For more information, call 705 -575-5687.  

Sunday  5 ñ ALGOMA INTERNATIONAL 

 FILMS:  Starbuck.   2011 French language 

 Canadian film directed by Ken Scott (107 

 minutes).  The 533 children of a 42 year old 

 sperm donor sue to learn his identity.  Slap

 stick transitions to drama.  7 p.m. at the 

 Galaxy Cinema in Sault, Ont.  $10.  Contact 

 Mark Stevenson at 705 -759-1436 or  Marge 

 Hurtubise at 705 -253-4434 with questions.  

Saturday  11 ñCREATIVE ENDEAVORS  support 

 group for writers and artists meets at the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Study in Rust , a watercolor by Gerald Vilenski.  The 

original is 22"Wx15"H and is for sale for $800.00. 

 Framing extra.  The painting is also available as a 

giclee print,  19"Wx13"H for $55.00, and 13"Wx9.5"H 

for $35.00.  See other Vilenski work in the Alberta 

House shop or log on:  

http://www.artguyvilenski.com/  

mailto:snow@bonsoo.on.ca


 Bayliss at 10 a.m.  

  METROPOLITAN OPERA:  Gotter

 dammderung  (Wagner) .  Galaxy Theater in 

 Sault, Ont.  Noon.  

 SAULT SYMPHONY:  Klassical Kaliedo

 scopeñthe world's most beloved composers 

 including Mozart, Mendelssohn, Brahms and 

 Tchaikovsky.  Kiwanis Community Theater 

 Center in Sault, Ont., 8 p.m.  $34/15.  

 BLUES TRAVELER.   Vegas Kewadin 

 DreamMakers Theater.  $32.50.  

 BON SOO:  OLG presents the KING OF POP with 

opening act, Zero Gravity Circus.   Essar Center in 

Sault, Ont., 8 p.m.  $22.  

 BON SOO:  SNOW MAN and Snow Sculpture 

Competition.   Art Gallery of Algoma in Sault, Ont.  

Contact Jasmina at the Art Gallery of Algoma for 

more information:  705 -949-9067. 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ  мнτALGOMA INTERNATIONAL FILMS:  

The Guard.   2011 English language Irish film di-

rected by John Michael McDonagh. (96 minutes).  

òAn intelligent and quick witted crime saga with a 

blend of absurdity, dark humor and emotion.ó  Rated 

R.  7 p.m. at the Galaxy Cinema in Sault, Ont.  $10.  

Contact Mark Stevenson at 705 -759-1436 or  Marge 

Hurtubise at 705 -253-4434 with questions.  

Tuesday  14ñVALENTINEõS DAY. 

 FILM@/Bayliss:  Seven Minutes in Heaven  (2008 

Israeli drama/thriller).  Free and for adult audienc-

es.  Donations gladly accepted.  6:30 p.m.  

Wednesday  15ðREADING MICHIGAN AUTHORS:  

The Welsh Girl  by Peter Ho Davies.  Bayliss Li-

brary, 2:30 p.m.  

 FAMILY LIFE DINNER THEATER:  NIGHT 

MUST FALL  by Emlyn Williams.  A thriller, di-

rected by Michael Hennessy.  Great Northern Hotel 

and Conference Center, 229 Great Northern Road in 

Sault, Ont.  Dinner at 6:30 and show at 8 p.m.  

Call 705 -253-9851 for tickets and booking infor-

mation.  

Thursday  16 ñNIGHT MUST FALL.   See Feb. 15. 

Friday  17 ñNIGHT MUST FALL.   See Feb. 15. 

Saturday  18ðBROWN BAG FAMILY BOOK CLUB 

MEETS at the Bayliss Library at noon.  Contact 

debbiel@baylisslibrary.org,  for more information.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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 EVENTSñCONTINUED  

 FAMILY MOVIE AT THE BAYLISS  at 1 p.m. in the 

Childrenõs Room.  Movie free; popcorn by donation.  

Call for title.  

 CURTIS WINTER CARNIVAL.   South Manistique 

Lake, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  See CURTIS, p.  .  

 NIGHT MUST FALL.   See Feb. 15. 

Wednesday  22ð SAULT THEATRE WORKSHOP:  The 

Sugar Bean Sisters .  Gothic comedy of romance, 

murder and alien abduction by Nathan Sanders.  Di-

rected by Val Horsepool.  Studio Theater in Sault, On., 

8 p.m.  $20/18/7.  705-846-4081 or 705-946-4513. 

Thursday  23 ñ SIERRA CLUB PUBLIC PROGRAM , 

subject tba.  Bayliss Library, 6:30 p.m.  

 THE SUGAR BEAN SISTERS.   See Feb. 22. 

Friday  24 ñSTRYPER & SLAUGHTER , with special 

guest, Lynch Mob.  Vegas Kewadin DreamMakers 

Theater.  $36.  

 THE SUGAR BEAN SISTERS.   See Feb. 22. 

Saturday  25 ñRECEPTION AND AWARDS CEREMO-

NY IN ALBERTA HOUSE .  Reception for the 20/20 

Photographers and awarding of the $100 Peoplesõ 

Choice Photography Award and  Meet Ellen Van Laar 

and view her Coppemine Point slide show.  Free ad-

mission.  Refreshments.  1 to 3:30 p.m.  See next page.  

 SATURDAY MATINEE.  2011 PG-13 movie in the 

Bayliss Library Community Room.  Free movie; pop-

corn by donation.  1 p.m.  

 CLASSICAL SPECTACULAR.   KCTC, 7:30 p.m.  An 

Algoma Conservatory Concert.  $30/10. *  

 METROPOLITAN OPERA:  Ernani.   Galaxy Thea-

ter in Sault, Ont., 12:55 p.m.  

 THE SUGAR BEAN SISTERS.   See Feb. 22. 

Sunday  26ñTHE SUGAR BEAN SISTERS.   See Feb. 

22. 

Monday  27ñMETROPOLITAN OPERA:  Faust  

(Encore).  Galaxy Theater in Sault, Ont., 6:30 p.m.  

Tuesday  28ñCREATIVE ENDEAVORS  support group 

for writers and artists meets at the Bayliss at noon.  

Wednesday  29ñSHADOWS OF THE MIND FILM 

FESTIVAL.  $8/5.  5-packs, $35. 

*  Tickets at the Kiwanis Community Theater Center 

box office in the Station Mall (705 -945-7299 or 

https://th038wq008.boxpro.net/c2bownet.asp .  (service 

charge is added) 



 

February 1 to 25:   

Olive Craig Gallery:  20/20 Pho-

tography Exhibition  

Mini Gallery:  The Spiral Dance 

of Wind and Water ñ

paintings by Ellen Van Laar  

Meet the Photographers and 

Ellen Van Laar on Saturday, 

February 25, from 1 to 3:30 

p.m. when The òPeopleõs Choiceó 

Photography Award will be an-

nounced and Ellen Van Laar will 

have a slide show of Coppermine 

Point  

THE SPIRAL DANCE OF WIND 

AND WATER  

First the facts:  Ellen K. Van Laar 

was raised in Grand Rapids Michigan.  

She graduated from Central Michigan 

University with a Masters Degree in 

Design and with Art, Music and So-

cial Work teaching credentials.  Her 

working career was in Cadillac where 

Ellen taught music (piano and violin) 

and art in schools and in her home. 

SAULT, MICHIGAN EXHIBITS  
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217 Ferris  Street, Sault Ste. 

Marie, MI 49783 ñ906/635-

1 3 1 2 .   E - m a i l :  

saac@saultarts.org.  Website:  

www.saultarts. org.  Open 

Tuesday through Saturday 

from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
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20/20 

The first permanent photograph was 

taken in 1822 by Joseph Nicsphore 

Niepce, and it was a complicated en-

deavor.  Now a five year old can take a 

photograph with the cell phone (which 

he can probably program faster than 

his parent can).   Itõs easy and itõs 

cheap.  If a five year old can do it, why 

bother with a photography exhibition 

and why is photography still consid-

ered an art form?  What makes a pho-

tograph memorable?  What makes it 

art?   

Sometimes what makes it memora-

ble is chanceñbeing in the right 

place, with a camera, when a re-

markable event is taking place.  

The recent tsunamis and the Syri-

an uprising are cases in point.  Im-

ages of rare beauty may be  caught 

by chance.  

But many 

art photo-

graphs are 

images of 

things we 

see every 

day.  What 

m a k e s 

them art is 

often the 

p e r s p e c -

tive of the 

artist and 

the compo-

sition of 

the photo-

graph.  As with a painting, it is not 

so much what  one is looking at but 

how one looks at it; what one focus-

es on and what one chooses to leave 

out.  When one looks at a photo-

graph one sees it as the photogra-

pher saw it.  If it is of a common 

scene one is also forced to think 

about why  the photographer chose 

to focus on it.  And, of course, there 

is the factor of the degree of skill with 

which the photographer manages his 

equipment.  But itõs not simple and 

itõs bound to make one think. 

You are invited to think about and 

enjoy what area photographers have 

to offer.  And to make it more inter-

esting, youõre invited to vote for your 

favorite image.  Local attorney James 

P. Lambros has donated one hundred 

dollars and it will go to the winner of 

the òViewersõ Choice Awardó.  Stop at 

the desk in the shop while youõre 

there and youõll receive a ballot so you 

can vote for your favorite photograph.   

Weõll have a ballot box for your ballot.  

The Viewerõs Choice award will be 

presented at the reception at the end 

of the show, on Saturday, February 

25, from 1 to 3:30 p.m.  The last day 

to vote is Friday, February 24, at 3:30 

p.m. 



 

SPOTLIGHT ON THE  

PERMANENT COLLECTION:  

April in Michigan , a photograph by 

jude McConkey and  

Reflections , a photograph  

by Jack Keck  

Drawn to Lake Superior, she bought a 

house on its northern shore in 1997 

and moved up in 2003.  At the present 

time she is launching an Arts Retreat 

Center, fifty -five miles north of the 

Sault, at Coppermine Point, Ontario.  

Youõre not going to mistake Ellenõs 

paintings for those of anyone else.  

The focal point for most of them is 

water ñLake Superior and the rivers 

that cascade into it ñand the water is 

in motion ñrippling, splashing, danc-

ing, tumbling, bubbling, swirling.  It 

is multi -layered.  It sparkles with 

 

The paintings are impressionistic, 

intense, vibrant and upbeat.  They 

pay homage to the lake.  

Check out Ellen Van Laarõs blog 

( h t t p : / /

algomasuperiorartist.blogspot.com/ ) 

for photographs of more of her paint-

ings and more about her.  The paint-

ings shown here are acrylics, measur-

ing 3 x 5 feet.  Meet the artist at a 

reception on Saturday, February 25, 

from 1 to 3:30 p.m. when sheõll have a 

slide show of Coppermine Point.  

light and color.  It is alive.  Those who 

live by the lake know that it is alive; 

that it pulses and it breathes.  If you 

check Ellenõs blog youõll see no paint-

ings in winter when the area is still 

starkly beautiful but the pulse of the 

lake is no longer apparent.  Van 

Laarõs paintings reflect water, not ice.  

Water moves, reflects and serves as a 

vehicle for other forms of life.  

Ellen, like the ancient peoples who 

first lived beside it, likens Lake Supe-

rior to a dragon and the dragon theme 

echoes through many of her paintings.  

 

 

Inside Story Headline  
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Next Month in Alberta House, March 1 to 31:   

 Watercolors by Katie Eberts 

in the Olive Craig Gallery 

 ImagesñHis & Hers, Photographs by Dale and 
Sue Johnson 

in the Mini Gallery  

http://algomasuperiorartist.blogspot.com/
http://algomasuperiorartist.blogspot.com/


SAULT, ONTARIO 

LSSU LIBRARY GALLERY:  A Visit to ChinañSee page 12. 

ART GALLERY OF ALGOMA, 10 East Street, 705/949-9067.  

Hours:  Wed. thru Sunday , 11 to 6.  Admission $3.  Children 

under 12, free.  e -mail:  

aga@shaw.ca.  website: 

ww.artgalleryofalgoma.on.ca  

to Feb. 19:  Strange Weather  by 

Andrea Pinheiro and Dan 

Siney 

 Theatrical Stage Creations  

by local high school students 

Sat., 11, 7 to 10 p.m.:  The Erickson Art Center offers 

a cure for cabin fever:  The 1st Annual Cabin 

Fever Dance . Dance those blues away to the 

tunes of Evergreen 7, a favorite Munising band.  

Tickets $10 at the door.  Cash bar available Φ 

Sat., 18:  Curtis Winter Carnival.   Warm up and 

join the Winter Carnival Events at the Erickson 

Center.  Kitty Donohoe  will perform family 

friendly music at the Erickson Center beginning 

at noon, 1, 2 and 3 p.m.  Hot chocolate, conces-

sions and restroom facilities available.  Call the 

center for more information.  

CURTIS WINTER CARNIVAL begins at 10 a.m. 

on, Feb. 18, on South Manistique Lake.  Dog sled 

races, chili cook -off, ice fishing, childrenõs games, 

cookie walk, food booths etc.  Call 586 -9974 for 

more information.  

Thur. through Sun., Feb. 16 -19:  Snowfest.   Hessel.  

See www.lescheneaux.net/?calendar?2?2012  for 

details.  

EUP EXHIBITS  
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BAYLISS LIBRARY ARTIST - OF- THE- MONTH:  

Judy Colein 
Photograph by Judy Colein:   "Inside Ship Under Construction at Mandvi Boatyard, Gujarat, India"  

SAULT STE. MARIE 

MUSEUM, corner of 

Queen and East Streets.  

705/759-7278.  Mon. thru 

Sat. from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m .  
Sun. from 1 to 5.    

www,saultmuseum.com.   

herit-

age@saultmuseum.com.                           

BAYLISS LIBRARY, 541 Li-

brary Dr., (906) 632 -9331.  

www.baylisslibrary.org.  

Open Tuesday and Thursday 

from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Wednesday 

and Friday from 9 a.m. to 5:30 

p.m., and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 

4 p.m.  Art related events are 

scheduled February 11, 14, 15, 

18, 23, 25 & 28.  See date listings 

for details.  E -books, thousands of 

titles, are available for checkout.  

CURTIS  

Curtis Center for the Arts, P.O. Box 255, 49820 .  

906-586-9974.  www. ericksoncenter .org.     in-

fo@ericksoncenter.org. 

LES CHENEAUX AREA  

with artist Karen 

Nisbet  

BON SOO:  Algoma Art 

Society Exhibition 

and sale, Feb. 3 to 18. 

 Snow man and snow 

sculpture competi-

tion, Saturday, Feb. 

11.  Call Jasmina at 

the gallery, ext. 101 for 

more information.  



MARQUETTE/NMU ART MUSE-

UM.   Hours:  Mon. thru Fri. between 

10 & 5 (Thurs. to 8 p.m.).  Sat. and 

Sun. between 1 & 4.  906/227-1481. 

LSSU FINE ARTS STUDENT ERIC CAIRNS RECEIVES  

RESEARCH GRANT FOR FILM  

Eric Cairns, an LSSU fine arts student from Traverse City, won one of 

three LSSU undergraduate research grants given by an anonymous donor 

through the universityõs Foundation Office.  Cairns will present an origi-

nal independent film production on the Arts Centerõs main stage in April. 

The original short -feature film, Violet,  is Cairnsõ senior-year project.  It 

centers on an eighteen year old Chicago high school honor student, on the 

verge of winning a scholarship to go to medical school, whose world is sud-

denly turned upside down when her mother decides that the two of them 

will move to the small town of Northport in northern Michigan.  Violet 

encounters many obstacles as she overcomes her self obsessed mother, the 

burdens of moving, and the pressures of school and discovers a new sense 

of self. 

The two other grants went to Hannah Connor and Matt Elva for senior 

thesis research in the natural sciences.  

HANCOCK 

ARTIST WINS  

INTERNA-

TIONAL 

AWARD  

Surrealist artist 

Daniel C. Boyer, 

of Hancock re-

cently tied for 

Fourth Place at 

the Ventipertren-

ta International 

Digital Art Festi-

val 2011 in Italy 

(http://www.ventipertrenta.net/).  His com-

puter graphic (left) is titled Project for a 

Monument to the Paralysed Man.  

 

PETOSKEY:  CROOKED TREE 

ARTS CENTER.  231/347-4337.  

Open Mon. thru Sat., 10 to 5.  

www. crookedtree .org . 
EXHIBITS  

F e b .  2 6 :   F A X .    

Curated by João Ribas; co -

organized with The Drawing 

Center, New York and Inde-

pendent Curators International, 

Page 6 Alberta House News 

Sat., 25:  Northern Michigan Has 

Talent.  7:30 p.m.  (See ARTIS-

TIC OPPORTUNITIES, p. 10, for 

entry information.  
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New York, FAX  is an evolving 

exhibition that started in New 

York in 2009, and continues to be 

reconfigured, expanded, and local-

ized as it is presented in venues 

worldwide.  FAX invites artists, 

architects, designers, scientists, 

and filmmakers to think of the fax 

machine as a drawing tool.  

PERFORMANCES  

Fri., Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m.:  Yid Vicious .  

Klezmer Band from Madison.    

Forest Roberts Theater at NMU.  

Ticket at 227 -1032 or 

www.nmu.edu/performingarts  or 

heritage@nmu.edu. 

OUTSTATE EXHIBITS  

CHEBOYGAN OPERA HOUSE, 

231/627-5841 & 1 -800/357-9408.  

www. theoperahouse .org/ 

ESCANABA:  Wm. Bonifas Fine 

Arts Center.   786/3833.  700 First 

Avenue S.  49829 . 

www.bonifasarts.org.  

to Feb. 15:  Linda King Fergu-

sonñPerforming Spaces  

HONORS & ACCOLADES  

TRAVERSE CITY ñDENNOS MU-

SEUM CENTER , 1702 East Front 

Street, 49686.  231 -995-1055.  

www. dennosmuseum .org.  Open 

Mon. thru Sat. 10 to 5; Thurs. to 8 

p.m.; Sun. 1 to 5.  Closed on major 

holidays .  Adults $6  Children $4.  

to April 1:  Eric Daigh: Happiness 

is a Target ñpins create detailed 

portraits  

 Northwest Michigan Regional 

Exhibition  

Exhibits  

Jan. 21 to Ap. 7:  As Small as the 

World and as Large as Alone ñ

intimate views of nature by Har-

ry  Boyer (glasswork), Caesar 

Citaro  (oil on canvas), Martha 

Fieber (landscapes in thread), 

Ladislav Hanka  (etching and 

graphite) and Kim Kauffman 

(still life photography)  

 Juried Photography Exhibi-

tion  

Events  

Sat., Feb. 4:  Metro Jazz Voices.  

Four part harmony vocal ensem-

ble.  8 p.m. at the Crooked Tree 

Arts Center.  $25.  

http://www.dennosmuseum.org/news/holiday-hours.html
http://www.dennosmuseum.org/news/holiday-hours.html
http://www.dennosmuseum.org/exhibitions/future/eric-daigh.html
http://www.dennosmuseum.org/exhibitions/future/eric-daigh.html
http://ventipertrenta2.files.wordpress.com/2011/11/projectforamonumenttotheparalysedman_web1.jpg


Itõs impossible to 

look at a selection  

of Fred Petersonõs 

work without being 

immediately im-

pressed by the 

rangeñboth in me-

dia and subject 

matter.  He displays 

oil, acrylic and wa-

tercolor paintings on canvas, paper, 

fungi and wood, and murals on what-

ever.  He has drawings in pen and ink 

and graphite.  Three -dimensional 

work includes carvings and sculptures 

of wood, stone, antler ñif it can be 

shaped, Fred will shape it.  Many of 

the shapes 

turn out to be 

animals, but 

some are ar-

r o w h e a d s , 

peace pipes, 

w a l k i n g 

sticksñeven a 

rifle.  Animals, 

in any medi-

um, vibrate 

with life.  The 

horses are in 

motion, heads 

tossing, feet 

flying, muscles 

rippling; coats 

shining.  But-

terflies flit.  

T iny bi rds  

p e r c h , 

h e a d s 

cocked; ea-

gles soar.  

A  wo l f 

p a u s e s , 

s c e n t i n g 

the wind.  

A cat poses, 

fat and sas-

sy.  Outlined in the sepia 

tones of dusk, a majestic 

heron surveys his domain.  

A young rider urges her 

horse over a jump.  In a 

line drawing, on a note 

card, a child dances amid 

swirling leaves.  

Landscapes range 

from idyllic depic-

tions of earlier 

t i m e s ñh o u s e s 

glowing with light 

and sleighs carry-

ing Christmas 

treesñto Pendillõs 

Creek in winter 

and the Luding-

ton Lighthouse; 

from the frozen 

clarity of a winter 

twilight to the froth 

of Lake Michiganõs 

waves, dancing and 

catching the sun as 

they rush to the 

shore.   

Fred Peterson, who 

was born in Hart, 

Michigan in 1950, 

began drawing and 

painting as a child.  

He painted his first 

mural, on his bed-

room wall, at the 

age of ten.  While 

still in school he 

painted backdrops 

for plays and a four-

teen foot Statue of 

Liberty for a 

Fourth of 

July parade.  

As an adult, 

living and 

working in 

Ludington, 

he refur-

bished sev-

en, large 

murals on 

Fort Daud, a 

local land-

mark, and 

participated 

in juried 

shows in 

Grand Rapids, Lansing, Pentwater, 

Hastings, Sau-

gatuck and Luding-

ton.  More recently, 

he had carvings in 

the sculpture ex-

hibit in Alberta 

House in February 

of 2010.   

Fred and his wife, 

Linda, moved to 

the EUP in 2001 

and now live just 

south of Brimley 

on an acreage, complete with pond, 

FEATURED ARTIST:  FRED PETERSON  
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Buffalo, sculpted of red pipestone, 

part of a peace pipe.  


